‘Santa’s On Strike’ by Andrew Oxspring — KS2 edition

Ready For Christmas Day

Verse1  It’s a busy time for the North Pole Crew.
We work hard but there’s so much to do!
Well, all these Christmas present lists need reading,
There are toys to make, the reindeer still need feeding!
The clock’s tick-tocking and there’s just no way
That we’ll ever be ready for Christmas day!

Verse 2  Mrs Santa’s spent a whole month sitting
In the corner doing nowt but knitting!
’Cause we've been sent a hundred thousand letters

And they’re all asking for woollen Christmas sweaters!
(Mrs Santa holds up a typically tasteless Christmas jumper!)

The clock’s tick-tocking and there’s just no way
That we’ll ever be ready for Christmas day!

Verse 3  We're all feeling so rushed off our feet.
We've got deadlines we can’t hope to meet!
There’s no-one here who really can remember
Such a busy 24th day of December!
The clock’s tick-tocking and there’s just no way
That we’ll ever be ready for Christmas day!
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Santa's On Strike

(Santa) Well I've been watching my TV
So astonished at what I see!
Bad manners, lies and cheek,
The awful way that children speak!
‘Please’ and ‘thank you’ are never said!
It’s got my goat! I'm seeing red!
So everybody, on yer bike!
’Cause this Christmas time.....I'M ON STRIKE!

(Santa parades round holding his ‘T'm On Strike’ placard.)

Verse 2
(All) Well having read the daily news,
Poor old Santa’s got the blues!
Another front page headline says,
“Horrid Little Tearaways!”
All you naughty girls and boys
Can just forget about new toys.
Every single little tyke,
Take a running jump..... HE’'S ON STRIKE!

Verse 3

(Santa) My festive cheer is wearing thin,
So tonight I'm staying in.
No more flying through the skies,
I'll just sit and eat mince pies!

(AlD) Is there nothing we can say
To stop you spoiling Christmas Day?
We’'ll do anything you like,
Just change your mind......

(Santa) NO! I'M ON STRIKE!
(AlD) HE’S ON STRIKE!
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Pitching In, Helping Out

Chorus  Shoulder to shoulder with everyone,

Verse 1

Working together to get things done.
Well that’s what Christmas is all about,
Pitching in and helping out!

When the sink’s full of pots and pans

And you’ve got a little time on your hands,
Grab a cloth, roll up your sleeves,

Give that Fairy Liquid a real good squeeze!
Now your mum has become

Relaxed — it’s one less job to do.

And your dad is so glad

As he gives the rubber gloves to you!

Chorus  Shoulder to shoulder.....

Verse 2

When your guests are nearly here

And there’s still a great big mess to clear,
On your feet, don’t lounge about,

Go and get the vacuum cleaner out!

Plug it in and begin

To bring a sparkle to the place.

As you zoom round the room

Mum’s got a huge smile on her face!

Chorus Shoulder to shoulder.....

Verse 3

Too soon after Christmas day
Decorations need putting away.
Although it’s not much fun,

It’s one of those jobs that must be done.
But don’t get too upset

As you take down each paper chain.
Never fear, in a year

You’ll put them all back up again!

Chorus Shoulder to shoulder.....

Repeat Well that’s what Christmas is all about,

Pitching in and helping out!
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Puppies Are Not Just For Christmas

Chorus  Puppies are not just for Christmas,

Verse 1

We'd like to make it quite clear!
Rabbits and cats, guinea pigs, even rats
Need love every day of the year.

With cute twitchy noses

Adorable eyes,

A pet as a present

Is a lovely surprise.

But be warned, from the minute they’re born
They leave little presents all over your lawn!

Yes, some might howl all through the night,

And one or two like to give postmen a bite, but....

Chorus  Puppies are not just for Christmas.....

Verse 2

They’ll jump up to greet you,

They’ll sleep on your bed

They’ll give you a paw when

They want to be fed.

But they grow so big, don’t you know,

They leave little puddles all over your home.
Though they woof and chew all your stuff,

You can’t walk away when the going gets tough, ’cause....

Chorus  Puppies are not just for Christmas.....

Repeat Chorus

Repeat  Need love every day of the year.
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Verse 1
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Lots Of Fa-La-La

It’s been a grotty day,

There’s drizzle on the way,

An icy wind has chilled us to the core.
But still we’ve come out here

To bring you Christmas cheer,

Singing carols outside your front door.
We've got lots of.....

Chorus Falalala, falala la,

Verse 2

Falalala, fa la la la,
Falala la, fa la la la,
Fala la la la!

We've sung ‘The First Noé€l’

Which didn’t go so well,

’Cause it’s a song we haven’t really heard.
And we will have to pass

On ‘Good King Wenceslas’,

We don’t understand a single word!

So we’ll just sing .....

Chorus Falalala, fa la la la,

Verse 3

So when we shake our tin

Please put some money in,

And we will send it where it’s needed most.
Then we will go next door

And sing a little more,

Like a neighbourhood heavenly host!
We've got lots of.....

Chorus Falala la, fa la la la,

Repeat Chorus
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Verse1
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Silent Night

Silent night, holy night.

All is calm, all is bright

Round yon Virgin mother and child.
Holy infant so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,

Sleep in heavenly peace.

Verse2 Silent night, holy night.

Verse 3
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Shepherds quake at the sight.
Glories stream from heaven afar.
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia,
Christ the Saviour is born,
Christ the Saviour is born.

Silent night, holy night.

Son of God, love's pure light.
Radiant beams from Thy holy face,
With the dawn of redeeming grace.
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth,

Jesus Lord, at Thy birth.
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Give A little Time

Verse1 A warm and happy Christmas time
Doesn’t reach every home.
We're sorry to say on this special day
Many will spend it alone, so....

Chorus  Give a little time,
Give a little sunshine.
Give it to somebody who
Would love to spend a little time with you.

Verse 2  Asyou sit with family and friends,
Feeling the joy they bring,
Someone somewhere is wishing that their
Phone or doorbell would ring, so....

Chorus  Give a little time.....
Verse3  Opening our Christmas presents
Is such a lot of fun,
But what would be the best Christmas treat

That you could give someone? Well....

Chorus Give a little time.....

Repeat Chorus
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Blast Off!

Quick march! Haven't got a second to spare!
Look sharp! Got to get him up in the air.
Jump to it! Chocks away!

It’s blast off for Santa’s sleigh!

Chorus

Verse 1 Ho! Ho! Ho! We said Ho! Ho! Ho!
We need to clear some snow, ’cause here we go!

Come on Reindeer, take the strain,

Christmas is back on again!
We said Ho! Ho! Ho! Here we go!

Chorus Quick march....

Hey! Hey! Hey! We said Hey! Hey! Hey!
It’s nearly Christmas Day, so on your way!
There’s a real long night ahead

For our hero dressed in red!

We said Hey! Hey! Hey! On your way!

Verse 2

Chorus Quick march....

Repeat Chorus
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STAGING AND PRODUCTION SUGGESTIONS

We suggest a staging layout similar to this, which will allow the entire cast to be
on view all the time, and to be heard during all the songs. Actors and groups
seated to the side will be able to move easily into and out of prominent
positions for their featured songs, dialogue or choreography. For the entrance
and exit of individual characters, space can be made behind display boards
either side of the main stage, with a ‘doorway’ coming into the grotto.
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e Scenery and furniture — On the back wall of the central stage create a
display which depicts a living room decorated for Christmas. A picture of a
window with drawn curtains and a fireplace with real stockings pinned to it
will create a cosy feel. Stand a Christmas tree in the corner to add to the effect.
For the armchairs you can simply put throws over school chairs, and for the
settee put a larger throw over three or four chairs lined up. Two beanbags, a
coffee table and a TV are also needed. If you have a small cast and the same
family is being depicted in each scene, the furniture will not be moved. If you
are depicting four different families then you could move the furniture during
the intro music between scenes, or change the throws and the picture to give
the impression of different living rooms. For the penultimate scene, a stool
and another armchair are needed in front of this stage for Mr Lewis’s living
room. For the ‘North Pole Grotto’ create the impression of a workshop, with a
doorway at the back for entrance by the elves and Santa. Show a window
through which snow can be seen, and have a work bench strewn with lots of
DIY tools and gift boxes in various stages of wrapping. More boxes should be
scattered around the floor to give the impression of chaos. In the centre
should be the sleigh. You’'ll need to create its ornate sides and front out of
large pieces of card or boxes, and attach them to one or two chairs depending
on how wide you want it. Mrs Santa will need a rocking chair next to the
sleigh on which to do her knitting. Create a ‘pen’ for the reindeer with
rounders posts as vertical poles and garden canes placed horizontally.
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e Costumes — For each of the family scenes all the clothes are things that the
children already wear or could bring in from home. Pyjamas, dressing gowns,
coats and normal casual garments are all that is required. A bit of tailoring or
borrowing from parents may be required for those playing adults. Santa
should be portrayed in his traditional red suit and beard, with Mrs Santa
either wearing red too, or perhaps a ‘homely’ costume including an apron, big
slippers and a headscarf. The elves, like Santa, may need a bit of work.
Colourful tunics/tabards, tights, pointed cloth hats and shoes, aprons etc are a
good start, but feel free to experiment. The reindeer should wear brown and
have the obligatory ‘antlers-on-an-aliceband’ headpiece. Rudolf will of course
need a red nose.

e Props — As already mentioned, the Grotto will need DIY tools on the
workbench. For safety reasons use the oversized plastic variety contained in
children’s toy tool kits, not the real thing! Make an over-the-top remote
control for the plasma satellite screen — lots of dials, buttons, antennae etc.
Mrs Santa will need knitting needles, wool and a typically garish Christmas
sweater. The elves need scrunched-up letters in their pockets or under their
tunics. The Wiseman children should have gameboys or similar. The scene
also requires cups and a pair of yellow rubber gloves. A wine bottle and piece
of cake on a plate are needed for the penultimate scene. Those playing carol
singers will need song sheets and perhaps lanterns. The ‘extras’ who are
centre stage for the ‘Puppies...” song will need an assortment of cuddly toy
animals, while those centre stage for ‘Pitching in...” will need various dusters,
cloths, tins of polish, brooms, vacuum cleaner etc!

e Use of Space — The whole cast will probably want to be involved in the
performance of most, if not all, of the songs. A space on the floor in front of
the main stage could be used to accommodate extra bodies. In this space, for
some songs, the cast could perform dance routines or act out the lyrical
content. A seating area for resting performers to one side of the stage lets
them enjoy the performance as part of the audience, allows easy movement on
and off the stage, and of course eliminates the need for back-stage
supervision.

e Audience seating — Finally, we suggest the audience be seated at tables
(cabaret style), and encouraged to bring drinks and nibbles of their choice. A
relaxed party atmosphere will really make the evening go with a swing, and
give parents, staff and children something to remember for a long time. Please
email, phone or write to us if you have any production queries at all, and we’ll
be more than happy to help.

We wish you a very merry Christmas at school, and hope this musical helps
your festive celebrations go with a swing!
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